
HVAC and Safety Referendum 
 

Q: Why is the community being asked to vote on March 10, 2015? 
A: The State currently offers a grant program that will pay 40% of the cost of this project.  We want to take advantage of the 
money the State is offering, as they could discontinue the program at any time.  The current system is slowly breaking down (one 
boiler already broke on December 27, 2014), with all repair costs falling completely on the district.  
 
Q: What happens if the Referendum does not pass a second time? 
 
A:  At some point, in the near future, we will seek approval from the Commissioner of Education to go ahead with this project , as 
it is a NEED, not a want.  The current system is well beyond its useful life.  When the district goes ahead with the project, it will 
be at the full cost to the taxpayers of $8.9 million dollars, with no help from the State. 
 
Q: What is the scope of the project? 

 Replace all heating and air conditioning systems in both schools 
* WHY? The current system is over 30 years old.  Parts to replace or fix problems are no longer available.  It 

has a sub-standard control system where it is constantly running and it operates at less than 50% efficiency.  
Teachers are forced to open windows not only in May through September, but the winter due to the extreme 
heat.  This poses a threat to security, as windows and doors are required to be shut for emergency 
procedures and safety.  Surrounding area schools (Oceanport, Monmouth Beach, Shore Regional), all have 
air conditioning to allow for extended school year programs.   

 Remove and replace all original, asbestos floor tiles in FAS 
* WHY? Although there are currently no health risks, schools in New Jersey are held to the highest of 

standards regarding asbestos removal.  The tiles are in several classrooms and are original to the building 
(1957).  They are old, cracked and broken, and it would be extremely costly to remove them one room at a 
time, rather than all at once.  Some classroom flooring is not leveled, making it hazardous. 

 Replace all corridor doors in FAS 
* WHY? The doors in FAS are original to the building (1957) and are not ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) 

compliant.  They also are not up to date with security standards (i.e. the windows are not made of safety 
glass). 

 Replace two science labs in FAS 
* WHY? The labs are also not ADA compliant and do not allow for cutting edge education due to the fact that 

they are 60 years old and in major disrepair. 

Q: What is the cost of the project? 
A: The total estimated cost is $8,999,900.  If the referendum passes, the State will contribute 40% ($3,599,940).  Meaning, the 
tax levy would be decreased to $5,399,940. 
 
Q:  What is the tax impact of the cost of the project? 
A: The approximate increase would be $3.83 per month for the average assessed home. 

**This increase does not take into account the significant savings that will be realized from the greater 
efficiencies of the new HVAC and control systems.  Those savings, when realized, will be passed along to the 
taxpayers.  The net impact should be a 0% increase. 
 

Q: Did the district “shop around” to get the best price? 
A:  Referendums do not work that way.  We receive an architectural estimate, which is the absolute maximum the project may 
cost.  We do not solicit bids until we get approval from the voters to go ahead with the project.  The process of going out to bid is 
a costly one, and not something the district will do without voter approval. 
 
Q: What happens if the winning bid for the project comes in below the estimated $8.9 million? 
A:  If the bid comes in below $8.9 million, the excess funds will be returned to the lending institution and taxpayers will only be 
taxed on the actual cost of the project. 
 

For further information, please contact the Business Administrator, Dennis Kotch’s office at 
canderson@wlbschools.com. 


